WOoRLD ALLIANCE FOR
BREASTFEEDING ACTION

The World Alliance for Breastfeeding Action (WABA) is a global alliance
of networks and organisations, such as IBFAN, LLLI and ILCA, and
individuals, to protect, promote and support breatfeeding. WABA acts
on the Innocenti Declaration and works in close liaison with United
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). Since 1992, World Breastfeeding Week
is celebrated in over 120 countries every year. WABA, PO Box 1200,
Penang 10850, Malaysia. - Tel: 604-658 4816 - Fax: 604-657 2655 -
E-mail: <secr@waba.po.my> - Website: <www.waba.org.br> or
<www.waba.org.my>
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Breastfeeding in a Globalised World

rotecting, promoting and support-

ing breastfeeding and the best

possible complementary feeding for
infants and young children in the face of in-
creasing globalisation is the challenge for
World Breastfeeding Week 2003.

In a world where trade agreements, world
trade organisation priorities and the eco-
nomic interests of transnational corporations
over ride the needs of mothers and children;
where policy makers face new barriers in
implementation of the International Code of
Marketing of Breastmilk Substitutes and the
relevant subsequent Resolutions of the
World Health Assembly; where the privati-
sation of health care and hospitals puts prof-
its ahead of public health needs and
breastfeeding friendly practices; where glo-
bal deregulation and harmonisation over-
rides national policies to regulate the mar-
keting and labelling of infant feeding prod-
ucts; where genetic modification of our ba-
sic food commodities is pushed through
trade or aid; and where mothers face infant
feeding decisions in the face of the HIV epi-
demic; health care workers, institutions,
mothers, parents, women'’s groups and en-
vironmental networks are resorting to new
and challenging ways to ensure that the pro-
tection for infant and child health, that is
conferred through breastfeeding, remains
safe and sound.

This year we are exploring how we can meet
these challenges and create a people’s re-
sponse to work both at global and local lev-
els: as a global movement to impact the glo-
bal structures, and in our local communities
to help build a better environment for moth-
ers and babies. An environment where the
nurturing through breastfeeding is valued
and where its protection is placed above
economic priorities.

WBW 2003 Goals

Our goals for World Breastfeeding Week

2003 are:
To recognise the continued threats to
breastfeeding practices
To realise our capacity and responsibilities
to make this a better world for all
To respond by joining hands to create a
powerful global force for mothers and
babies

To recapture a breastfeeding culture for
our world and for our communities
To think globally and to act locally

New Challenges

Trade agreements may:
Challenge a nation’s Code implementa-
tion or national laws
Reduce a government’s ability to deter-
mine national infant feeding policies, in
matters such as: breastfeeding, geneti-
cally modified ingredients, labelling of
infant foods, and food safety standards

Increased privatisation means:
As private health care systems profit,
public health systems are weakened
Decreased accountability of govern-
ments
UN agencies are increasingly losing in-
dependence by partnering with private
businesses
Publicly funded breastfeeding programmes
may be undermined e.g. BFHI
Increased disparity between rich and
poor affecting especially women'’s health
and nutrition

New Opportunities
Increased cooperation within the
breastfeeding movement to address
common problems and issues
Greater understanding among various
civil society organisations (CSO) work-
ing towards global and public justice

Tools for Action

Global tools and networks that breastfeeding

advocates can work with:
International Code of Marketing of
Breastmilk Substitutes
Innocenti Declaration on the Protection,
promotion and support of breastfeeding
WHO'’s Global Strategy for Infant and
Young Child Feeding
World Health Assembly Resolutions on
Infant and Young Child Nutrition
ILO conventions on maternity protection
Convention on the Rights of the Child
Universal Declaration of Human Rights
Codex Alimanterius Commission
Millennium Development Goals
Alliance for a Corporate Free UN
People’s Health Movement

The World Alliance for Breastfeeding Action (WABA) is a global alliance of networks and organisations,
such as IBFAN, LLLI and ILCA, and individuals, to protect, promote and support breatfeeding. WABA acts
on the Innocenti Declaration and works in close liaison with United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF).
WABA, PO Box 1200, Penang 10850, Malaysia -
secr@waba.po.my - Website: <www.waba.org.br> or <www.waba.org.my>

SPONSORSHIP: WABA does not accept sponsorship of any kind from companies producing breastmilk
substitutes, related equipment and complementary foods. WABA encourages all participants of World
Breastfeeding Week to respect and follow this ethical stance.

Tel: 604-658 4816 - Fax: 604-657 2655 - E-mail:

WBW Coordinating

and Distributing Centres

OVERALL COORDINATION
- WABA Secretariat
WABA, PO Box 1200, 10850 Penang, Malaysia
Tel: 604-658 4816 Fax: 604-657 2655
E-mail: secr@waba.po.my

SOUTH ASIA
BPNI, PO Box 10551, BP-33, Pitampura,
Delhi 110 034, India
Fax: 91-11-731 5606
E-mail: bpni@bpni.org

AFRICA
IBFAN Africa, PO Box 781, Mbabane, Swaziland
Fax: 268-40 40546
E-mail: ibfanswd@realnet.co.sz

IBFAN Afrique Francophone

01 BP 1776, Ouagadougou 01, Burkina Faso
Fax: 226-374 163

E-mail: ibfanfan@fasonet.bf

MAPBIN/ICP

PO Box 1134, Port Louis, Mauritius
Fax: 230-211 4436

E-mail: icpmapbi@intnet.mu

EUROPE
Baby Milk Action
23 St Andrew’s Street, Cambridge CB2 3AX, UK
Fax: 44-1223-464417
E-mail: babymilkacti@gn.apc.org

GIFA

CP 157, CH-1211 Geneva 19, Switzerland
Fax: 41-22-798 4443

E-mail: info@gifa.org

Aktionsgruppe Babynahrung - Ev (AGB)
Untere Maschstrasse 21, D-37073 Gottingen,
Germany

Fax: 49-551-531 035

E-mail: actionbabyfood@oln.comlink.apc.org

LATIN AMERICA
Cefemina
Apartado 5355, 1000 San Jose,
Costa Rica
Fax: 506-224 3986
E-mail: cefemina@racsa.co.cr

CEPREN

Av Pardo 1335, Of 301-302,
Lima 18, Peru

Fax: 51-1-241 6205

E-mail: cepren@amauta.rcp.net.pe

Brazil & Lusophone Countries
Origem group
Av. Beira Mar, 3661 Loja 18
Casa Caiada, Olinda, PE 53130-540,
Brazil
Fax: 55-81-3432 7701
E-mail: origem®@aleitamento.org.br

NORTH AMERICA
NABA
254 Conant Road,Weston,
MA 02493-1756, USA
Fax: 1-781-893 8608
E-mail: marshalact@aol.com

LLL International

1400 N Meacham Road,
Schaumburg

IL 60173-4840, USA
Fax: 1-847-519 0035
E-mail: lllhg@llli.org

PACIFIC
Australian Breastfeeding Association
PO Box 4000, Glen Iris,
VIC 3146, Australia
Fax: 61-3-9885 0866
E-mail: info@breastfeeding.asn.au

PINDA

c/o Christine Quested, Nutrition Centre,
Health Dept., Private Mail Bag, Apia,
Western Samoa

Fax: 685-21870

E-mail: sio_b@samoa.net




